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Summary 

This document sets out the results of an archaeological open area excavation at St Michael’s Barns, 22 

The Green, Stoke Gifford, South Gloucestershire, BS34 8PD (the Project Site).  The work was 

commissioned by CPL Architects (the agent) on behalf of The Trustees of the Old School Room (the 

developer).    

 

The programme of investigation formed part of a staged approach, which followed the completion of a 

Desk Based Assessment (Absolute Archaeology 2010) and an archaeological trench evaluation, carried 

out by Absolute Archaeology in 2012 (Site Code AARCH 137). The evaluation revealed evidence of 

truncated walls and surfaces suggesting the preservation of three distinct phases of activity within the 

proposed area of development. 

 

The staged programme of investigation was successful in tying historical data to the archaeological 

remains preserved on the Project Site. Evidence of a 19th century planned farm was preserved, beneath 

the 20th century forecourt of an engineering works. The 19th century remains in turn sealed the truncated 

masonry of a probable Medieval tithe barn, attesting the continuation of agricultural activity on the Project 

Site from the Medieval Period to the late 19th century. The location of the tithe barn is significant with 

regards to piecing together the history of Stoke Gifford. The building would have represented an integral 

part of life for the rural community, who retained a tenth of their produce, which was to form a payment 

in kind to the church. The discovery of such an important building sealed beneath the foundations of a 

20th century engineering works is not only significant for the village of Stoke Gifford, but for the continued 

investigation of brownfield sites, which have the potential to preserve significant archaeological remains. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This document sets out the results of an archaeological open area excavation at St 

Michael’s Barns, 22 The Green, Stoke Gifford, South Gloucestershire, BS34 8PD (hereafter 

referred to as the Project Site).  The work was commissioned by CPL Architects (the agent) 

on behalf of The Trustees of the Old School Room (the client).    

 

The programme of work has been carried out in response to Condition 3 of the decision 

notice for application number PT09/5735/F, which states that ‘prior to the commencement 

of development a programme of archaeological investigation and recording for the site shall 

be submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority.  Thereafter, the approved 

programme shall be implemented in all respects, unless the Local Planning Authority agrees 

in writing to any variation.’  

 

The programme of investigation formed part of a staged approach, which followed the 

completion of a Desk Based Assessment (Absolute Archaeology 2010) and an 

archaeological trench evaluation, carried out by Absolute Archaeology in 2012 (AARCH 37). 

The evaluation revealed evidence of truncated walls and surfaces suggesting the 

preservation of three distinct phases of activity within the proposed area of development.  

 

 

2. PROJECT SITE & ENVIRONS 

The site is located within the Bristol suburb of Stoke Gifford, 7km north-east of the city 

centre. Access is gained via North Road to the north of the Project Site.  
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Figure 1 Project Site shaded in purple 

 

 

Figure 2 Project Site Location General 

 

The Post-Medieval period is most clearly represented on the Project Site, which formed part 

of Court Farm; a planned farmstead, which was founded in 1862 as part of the Beaufort 

Estate programme of modernisation. This included the construction of the nearby school of 

St Michael’s, a farmhouse and cottage (constructed in the picturesque tradition) and 
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outbuildings. The latter were preserved around the northern and western perimeter of the 

Project Site prior to development, and have subsequently been demolished and 

sympathetically reinstated in line with the redevelopment of the site.  

 

 

Photo 1 NNE facing view of northern 19th century farm barns in (2010) 

 

Photo 2 North-west view of western 19th century barn (2010) 
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The site lies approximately 60m above sea level and is defined geologically by Upper 

Triassic/Lower Jurassic blue, grey and green clays of the Wilmcote Limestone Member 

(Blue Anchor Formation). 

 

2.1.1. Early Medieval Period 

Stoke Gifford was part of the Henbury Hundred by the time of the Domesday Survey (Atkyns 

1712: 690), but had previously been part of the Letbury (Letburge) Hundred. 

 

The earliest recorded mention of Stoke Gifford is in the Domesday Book, where it appears 

as Stoche.  From the records it is clear that it was part of an existing Saxon Manor as it 

refers to Dunne, a thane, holding it in the Letburg Hundred prior to Osbern Giffard, who was 

granted the manor by William the Conqueror.  It is recorded as having “5 hides paying geld... 

In demesne are 4 ploughs; and 8 villans and 3 bordars and a priest with 8 ploughs.  There 

are 4 slaves.  It was worth 6l; now 8l.” 

 

Stoche is a Saxon word, the exact meaning of which is difficult to decipher.  It is occasionally 

used to define a settlement by a church, but more commonly refers to a farmstead or 

smallholding.  However, there is potential for St Michael’s Church (100m south-west of the 

Project Site) to have Saxon origins, and therefore it is plausible that Stoche (Stoke) does, 

in this instance refer to the former.  

 

2.1.2. Medieval Period 

The post-Domesday historical evidence relating to Stoke Gifford is unclear, and the hamlets 

within the parish irregularly occur within documentary sources.  There is some confusion as 

to the number of hamlets that comprised Stoke Gifford.  Some authors (e.g. Prosser in 

Young 1995) suggest that there were four hamlets: Stoke Gifford, Great Stoke, Little Stoke 

and Harry Stoke. Yet Atkyns (1712), Rudder (1779), Broomhead (year unknown) and Evans 

(1958) claim that there were only three.  The confusion may have come about due to the 

current “centre” of Stoke Gifford probably having moved from Great Stoke in the 20th century 

(HER entry SGSMR 1332). 

 

Stoke Gifford remained in the Giffard family until the death of Margaret, the third wife of 

John Giffard, who was executed at Gloucester in AD 1322, after he was captured at the 
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battle of Boroughbridge, for his role in the rebellion against King Edward II.  In AD 1329 it 

passed to John Mautravers and in AD 1334 it passed to Maurice de Berkeley. 

 

In AD 1398, a commission was ordered to look into an insurrection by Maurice Berkeley, 

who had apparently enclosed common land without a licence from the king (SGSMR 5204; 

Evans 1958). In support of this, place names around the Project Site from the 15th century 

seem to indicate the existence of a park.   

 

Smith (1964: 140) mentions the occurrence of Court Farm within Stoke Gifford in AD 1562, 

named Tylles courte (later named Tillies Corte in AD 1636).  If this refers to the area of the 

Post Medieval Court Farm, contemporary buildings are likely to be preserved in the vicinity 

of the Project Site.  

 

Medieval activity has been recorded just 300m to the north-east of the Project Site, marking 

the location of the potential core of Stoke Gifford. Features such as house platforms 

(SGSMR 2779 and SGSMR 13102) and a floor layer containing pottery and glazed window 

glass indicate settlement in the 13-14th centuries AD.   

 

The most prominent structure of Medieval date near to the Project Site (100m south-west) 

is the 14th century church of St Michael, much altered in the 18th century (SGSMR 1335). It 

is highly likely that the 14th century church replaced an earlier structure.  A Norman font 

exists within the current church and part of an earlier structure may be incorporated into the 

north wall (Broomhead). 

   

2.1.3. Post Medieval 

The 1725 Berkeley Estate map of Stoke Gifford confirms the presence of structures on the 

Project Site, including a large ‘L’ shaped building to the east of the development area. The 

resource provides one of the most significant maps, not just for the Project Site, but for the 

parish of Stoke Gifford, as it is an early and fairly detailed representation of land within the 

parish.  Commissioned as part of the Berkeley Estate Survey, it now resides within the 

Beaufort Estate archive and cannot be reproduced without permission1.   

 

                                                           

1 A copy of the resource was viewed in Gloucester Record Office, but cannot be reproduced without permission from 

the Beaufort Estate. Permission has been requested and it is hoped that the map will form part of the published report.  
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The map confirms that Hatchet Road, which remains to the north-west of the Project Site 

and North Road, which marks the northern boundary to the site and historically defined the 

western boundary to fields adjacent to St Michael’s Church (truncated in the early 20th 

century during the construction of the South Wales and Bristol Direct Railway Line), were 

established by the end of the 18th century as main routes. A third route to the south-west, 

named Westfield Lane is also documented, however this was not maintained into the 20th 

century.  

 

The farm Terrier of AD 1757 claims the existence of a Messuage (a dwelling with 

outbuildings and land assigned to its use).  In this case it makes reference to a barn, a 

stable yard with orchard and a garden.  By the 1842 tithe valuation the farm had expanded 

to include a chaffhouse, cowshed slaughterhouse and shed.  Notably the valuation makes 

reference to an old farmhouse and other old buildings in need of repair.  It was probably the 

dilapidated condition of these structures that facilitated the creation of the current Court 

Farm by the Beaufort Estate.    

 

 

3. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

A trench evaluation carried out in 2012 comprised five areas of investigation. The evaluation 

confirmed the potential for the preservation of at least three distinct phases of activity in the 

vicinity of the Project Site. Trenches one, two and three revealed remnants of structures 

belonging to the mid-19th century planned farm, sealed beneath the 20th century concrete 

surface. Clear stratigraphic relationships were recorded between these features and an 

earlier phase of development in all three trenches. The preservation of truncated historic 

structures was noted to the east and to the centre of the project site at a depth ranging from 

320mm to 500mm below the current ground level, with the natural topography historically 

sloping from east to west.    

 

A summary of the results of the positive trenches is included below.   
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Figure 3 2012 Trench Location 

3.1.1. Trench One (2012) 

Removal of the 20th century concrete surface (100) revealed a ceramic service pipe [112], 

sealed by a series of make-up layers. The ground height had clearly been raised, in order 

to level the Project Site for the development of the planned farm, in the mid-19th century. 

Reduction of the layers revealed that the ground height had been raised to 1.51m at the 

WNW end of the trench, in order to compensate for the naturally sloping topography.  

 

 

Photo 3 ESE facing section showing made ground (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 2m) 
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Lower layer (107) was seen to seal the natural clay (110), with no evidence of a buried land 

surface, or associated sub soil. Wall foundation [108] was identified at the base of the 

trench. The structure was severely truncated, with only two courses remaining at a depth of 

270mm. The foundation comprised a double-skin limestone construction, with rubble core 

material, measuring 680mm in width. The masonry appears to have been tightly compacted 

into construction trench [109], with natural clays utilised as bonding material at this level. 

Pitched stone was noted against the base of the WNW elevation, perhaps in order to brace 

the wall against the natural slope of the land. The truncation of the foundation and the level 

to the top of the upper course, recorded at 63.05 aOD, indicates that the masonry belonged 

to a structure which occupied the Project Site prior to the mid-19th century redevelopment. 

Furthermore, the severe reduction of the foundation attests the full extent of ground 

reduction prior to the building up of the ground level, which must therefore have seen the 

removal of historic topsoil, subsoil and natural clays from parts of the site, perhaps for reuse 

elsewhere.  

 

The trench was extended to the ESE to assess the potential for the preservation of further 

archaeological features associated with foundation [108]. Initial reduction revealed 

truncated 19th century footings, sealed directly beneath the modern concrete. Footings [116] 

and [118] were identified in the SSW facing section, and aligned with wall footings [113] and 

[123], which extended across the trench. The footings denote the initial phase and extension 

of an annex (now demolished) which extended from one of the main 19th century barns, still 

occupying the Project Site today. The corresponding structure appears to be represented 

on contemporary maps and photographic resources, demonstrating that the extended 

annex was not demolished until the late 20th century.  

 

A well-worn pitched stone surface [125] was seen to be sealed by wall [113], which had 

been constructed directly on top of the floor (Photo 4). Individual stones measuring 120mm 

(d) x <250mm (l) x <60mm (w) had been compacted on their side, to create a hard wearing 

surface. The pattern formed by the stone appeared to mark out two distinct pathways, with 

curbing. The pathways were orientated north-south and east-west and did not correspond 

to the alignment of the 19th century wall [113]. The surface had been heavily disturbed by 

later activity and completely truncated to the WNW, in the region of wall [113]. A drain, 

believed to correspond to service [112], could be seen to cut the surface in the northwest 

corner.  
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Photo 4 NNE facing view of [113] overlaying earlier pitched stone surface (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 300mm) 2012 
Evaluation 

 

The pitched stone surface itself could be seen to overlay the truncated return of foundation 

[130], marking the third distinct phase of development on the site. Although not excavated 

as this stage, the small wall measuring 580mm (w) can be seen in plan to extend 2m across 

the trench, with a single stone return [132] visible beneath surface [125]. The foundation is 

again orientated north-south / east-west and comprised a double skin limestone wall with 

rubble core. Patches of a friable mid brownish red lime mortar remained, with traces of small 

charcoal flecks throughout.  

 

An additional early structure was identified to the ESE of wall [130]. The top of wall footing 

[128] was recorded at 63.85m aOD (320mm below current ground level). Originally believed 

to relate to footing [108], further investigation revealed that this structure, although sharing 

the same north-south alignment, has a width of 870mm (200mm wider than that of footing 

108). The masonry has again been heavily truncated, leaving a depth of only 320mm (3 

courses). The construction method appears to be similar to footing [108], with stone 

compacted into a tight construction cut. A mid reddish brown, weakly cemented lime mortar 

with moderate flecks of charcoal throughout, was preserved. This is notably different from 

the 19th century mortar, bonding structures [113] and [123], which was a well cemented 

greyish brown lime mortar with abundant charcoal inclusions evident. The structure once 

again comprised a double skin limestone wall, with significant rubble core, measuring 

500mm in width.  The foundation could be seen to have been cut into natural (110), which 
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was recorded at an average of 320mm below current ground level, demonstrating a 

considerable rise in the natural topography throughout the length of the trench.  

 

3.1.2. Discussion 

Trench One confirmed the preservation of at least three distinct phases of development, 

predating the 20th century use of the Project Site. Foundations belonging to the mid-19th 

century planned farm were evident at just 160mm below the current ground level. This 

phase would appear to postdate an earlier use of the farm, which is demonstrated by the 

direct relationship between NNE-SSW wall [113] and pitched stone surface [125], which is 

orientated north-south / east-west. It should be noted that although [113] is interpreted as a 

later extension to the original farm annex, surface [125] is not thought to relate to the original 

planned farm layout, due to the different alignment noted between the features.  

 

A third phase of development was identified as a result of the direct relationship between 

surface [125] and return [132]. The pitched stone had clearly been placed over the truncated 

foundation of an earlier structure. Unfortunately, no stratigraphic relationship could be 

ascertained between the above sequence and foundations [108] and [128]. However, both 

structures appear to share the same north-south orientation as the two early phases 

identified above. In addition, both features appear to have been constructed at the historic 

ground level. Wall [108] can be seen to predate the mid-19th century development of the 

Project Site.  

 

 

3.2. Trench 2 

Trench Two was orientated NNE-SSW and excavated to a length of 8m x 2m in width. 

Removal of the 20th century concrete surface (200) revealed wall foundation [212], visible 

in both the WNW and SSE facing sections. The structure was preserved to a depth of 

550mm, with a width of 670mm. The feature corresponds to a wall noted on the  1882 

County Series Ordnance Survey Map, and represents a 19th century stock enclosure/yard 

(Figure 5).  

 

The foundation had been cut through a series of make-up layers (contexts 206-208), which 

sealed service trench [213] and ceramic pipe [203]. As in Trench One, there was evidence 

that the ground height has been raised, in the mid-19th century as part of the planned 

development of the farm, with services and structures built into the raised levels. 
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Furthermore, lower layer (208) was seen to seal the natural clay (211), once again with no 

evidence of a buried land surface, or associated sub soil layer surviving. The truncated 

natural horizon was recorded to be 1.32m below the current ground level. 

 

A large limestone culvert [209] was noted at the base of the trench, orientated roughly east-

west.  

 

 

Photo 5 West facing view of culvert [209] (Scales 2 x 1m, 1 x 500mm & 1 x 200mm) 

 

The feature comprised a loose piled stone foundation, capped with large single slabs. The 

top of the feature was recorded at 920mm below the current ground level. Investigation 

revealed that the foundation material had been partially excavated in antiquity, standing 

above the truncated ground level at a height of c. 300mm. The culvert ran directly beneath 

wall [212] and was overlain by service [203]. Due to the stratigraphy recorded in Trench 

Three, in which the eastern extension of the culvert was identified, the structure is known 

to predate the mid-19th century development. It is therefore suggested that culvert [209] 

may have been revealed during groundwork associated with the above and preserved as a 

functioning drain.  
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3.2.1. Discussion 

Trench Two confirmed the preservation of at least two distinct phases of development, 

predating the 20th century use of the Project Site. Foundations belonging to the 19th century 

planned farm were evident at just 200mm below the current ground level, whilst culvert [209] 

represented an earlier phase of activity on the site, which may have been acknowledged 

and reused by the Victorian builders.  

 

3.3. Trench 3 

Trench Three was orientated NNE-SSW and excavated to a length of 8m x 1.2m in width 

and later extended to a width of 2.5m at the SSW end. Removal of the 20th century concrete 

surface (300) revealed 19th century NNE-SSW orientated foundations [301] and [304], 

which were aligned with, but not adjoining each other. The terminal of structure [301] was 

visible in the SSW facing section and represented the extension of wall [113], belonging to 

a late 19th – early 20th century annex, which was still in use in the 20th century (Figure 4). 

The terminal marks the location of the arched entrance to the shed, and the masonry 

consolidating the base of the doorway can also be seen extending to the ESE.  
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Photo 6 SSW facing section showing terminal end of [301] (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 500mm) 

 

 

Figure 4 2nd edition OS map with trench locations  
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The structure comprised a limestone double skin construction with rubble core, recorded to 

a width of 640mm, with an uneven truncated depth ranging from 570mm-200mm (Photo 7).   

 

 

Photo 7 NNE facing view of Trench Three (2012) with [304] to the WNW shot (Scales 2 x 1m & 2 x 500mm) 

 

Regular courses are noted for the majority of the revealed masonry, apart from the northern 

most 400mm which appears to comprise heavily mortared random, uncoursed limestone. It 

is suggested that the course of the wall has been altered at this point. The 1885 Ordnance 

Survey map records a wall in the same location as [304] and [301], continuing to meet annex 

[116]. The return may illustrate an alteration to the structure, with part of the wall removed. 

It is possible that [301] may preserve part of the continuation of this structure also, however 

the terminal revealed in section had not been truncated. It is suggested therefore that the 

mid-section of the original structure may have been truncated and both terminals rebuilt 

during a phase of redevelopment. In support of this, it was noted that the area between 

[301] and [304] comprised made up ground (306, 307 & 317), which may have been the 

result of the backfilling of construction cuts excavated to facilitate the alterations.  

 

Trench Three was extended to the ESE, at the southern end, in order to investigate the 

potential for the preservation of archaeological layers adjacent to feature [304]. Foundation 

[304] was seen to overlay a well-worn pitched stone surface [311] and culvert [315] (same 
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as [209]). As noted in Trench One, wall foundation [304] had been constructed directly on 

top of a floor which comprised individual limestone blocks measuring <270mm (l) x <50mm 

(w) compacted on their side, to create a hard wearing surface. Curbing defined the edge of 

an east-west pathway, which has a distinct camber to the north, in the region of adjacent 

culvert [315]. The result was a decline of 110mm across the width of the surface, which 

slopes from 63.69m aOD-63.58m aOD. The surface was clearly similar to [125] both in form 

and fabric, and is therefore considered to represent the same phase of activity.  

 

As noted above, abutting the curbing of surface [311] to the north is the continuation of 

culvert [209]. Although only seen in plan, the form and fabric was the same as that noted in 

Trench Two and the feature was perfectly aligned. The culvert may have respected the 

natural topography of the pre 19th century landscape, with a drop of 510mm from Trench 

Three to Trench Two, which would have allowed water capture to flow. It was further 

considered that the camber of the adjacent surface may be deliberate, in order to drain 

surface water from the path. 

 

Abutting the pitched stone surface to the south was truncated flagstone floor [313]. The 

limestone surface was revealed in plan to 650mm (w) x 900mm (l) with a depth of 60mm. 

The stones had been removed to the south, revealing bedding material (314) to a depth of 

100mm. The bedding layer appeared to overlay the natural clay (308). The relationship of 

the surface with the adjacent features could not be ascertained at the time of the evaluation. 

The flagstones do not appear to be sealed by foundation [304] and may relate to the 

southern section of this structure. However, the flagstone surface is recorded to a height of 

63.67 aOD, which corresponded to the base of masonry belonging to structure [304]. This 

raised the possibility that masonry [304] represented the above ground portion of a wall and 

not the foundation. Alternatively, some flagstones could have been removed for reuse at 

the time of the construction of the wall, allowing the surface to pre date the adjacent 

structure.  

 

3.3.1. Discussion 

Trench Three confirmed the preservation of multiple phases of development, predating the 

20th century use of the Project Site. Once again, foundations/walls belonging to the 19th 

century planned farm were evident at just 160mm below the current ground level and it 

would appear that these features themselves represented more than one phase of activity. 
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Early phases identified in Trench Three would appear to correlate with the sequences 

identified in Trenches One and Two. 

 

 

Figure 5 1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1888) with Project Site outlined in red and 2012 trench plan in green.  

 

4. APPROACH TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION 

The programme of investigation took the form of an open area excavation, carried out from 

2013 – 2014 in two phases, along with a programme of monitoring during ground reduction 

to the north and south of the development area. The purpose of the excavation was to 

further examine the archaeological resource, which had been revealed during the 2012 

trench evaluation, in order to seek better understanding and to compile a lasting record of 

that resource. The area of excavation was focussed to the east of the Project Site. 

 

 

5. ARCHIVE 

The site archive contains all the data collected during the archaeological investigation, 

consisting of site records and a single pottery sherd. It has been quantified, ordered, 

indexed and checked for internal consistency. 

 

The archive was prepared in accordance with the archive deposition guidelines issued by 

Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery and in accordance with the guidance contained within 

the CIFA Standards and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 

archaeological archives.  
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Deposition shall take place as soon as practicable after the site works, and in any case 

within 12 months of the completion of the project. 

 

 

6. RESULTS 

6.1. The 2013/2014 Excavation. 

The 2013/14 excavations comprised the removal of the reinforced solid concrete parking 

bays followed by the further reduction of overburden by a 6 ton 360º digger with a grading 

bucket. An area measuring in total 38m x 4m was uncovered down to the archaeological 

horizon. Careful exposure of archaeological features was then carried out by hand, 

revealing a series of walls, surface and services.  

 

 

Figure 6 Area of excavation in red with Project Site outlined in blue.  
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Figure 7 Trench Plan including significant features identified in 2012 Trench Evaluation 
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6.2. Post Medieval Activity 18th - 19th Century Phases 

6.2.1. Feature 625 

Feature [625] measured 13.4m (l) x 6m (w) and was orientated NNW- SSE / WNW-ESE. 

The feature comprised three partially truncated external walls, measuring 650mm in width 

and one internal division [116]. The external walls were constructed in double skin, dressed 

masonry, with rubble core, using Blue Lias Stone. Evidence of the original mortar was 

preserved. The trench cut foundations were seen to be bedded on to the natural blue grey 

and green clay of the Blue Anchor formation (622), truncating earlier areas of pitched stone 

pavement [125].  

 

A second building was partially preserved 2.7m to the SSE. Although heavily truncated, the 

remaining wall [304] was seen to be constructed in the same materials and to exhibit the 

same design as the external wall attributed to Feature [625]. Therefore, it is considered 

contemporary. 

 

 

6.2.2. Culverts [610] & [631] 

Culvert [610] was located 11m from the NNE end of the area of excavation, and was seen 

to cut truncated wall [613]. The feature comprised a stone capped limestone drain, 

orientated east-west and measuring 500mm in width (Photo 8).  
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Photo 8 ESE facing view of stone culvert [610] (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 300mm) 

The feature was seen to be similar in design and orientation as culvert [631] (same as [209] 

& [315]), although [631] was recorded to measure 680mm in width. The drain was located 

to the centre of the excavation and appeared to represent the eastern continuation of the 

culvert identified in Trench Two and Three during the 2012 evaluation. At this time, culvert 

[315] was seen to be overlaid by 19th century wall [304] and was therefore considered to be 

an earlier feature (Photo 9), potentially 18th century.  

 

 

Photo 9 SSW facing view of culvert [315] (Scales 1 x 500mm & 1 x 300mm) 

 

6.3. Medieval Phase 

6.3.1. Feature [623]  

A significant external wall was preserved, spanning the length of the trench to the ESE of 

the Project Site. The façade was WNW facing and measured 36m in length, with an average 

width of 1m. The external wall [613] was constructed in a double skin, with dressed masonry 

and rubble core, using Blue Lias Stone. A degraded reddish brown lime mortar bonding 

material was recorded between the upper courses. The wall was seen to be constructed 

within a trench cut foundation. The base material comprised five stepped flat stones, 

compacted with brown (7.5YR 4/3) natural clay mixed with fine rounded and crushed 

limestone.  
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Photo 10 SSW facing view of external wall [613] (Scales 2 x 2m & 1 x 500mm) 

 

Photo 11 NNE facing view of external wall [613] (Scales 2 x 2m, 1 x 500mm & 1 x 300mm) 
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Remnants of the NNE [616] and SSW [642] return walls were partially preserved, and 

recorded during a watching brief, which followed the backfilling of the main area of 

excavation.  

 

 

Photo 12 SSW facing view of ESE return wall [642], to the south of the Project Site (Scales 1 x 2m, 1 x 1m & 1 x 
500mm) 

 

Photo 13 WNW view of ESE return [616], to the north of the Project Site (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 500mm) 
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6.3.2. Beam Slot 

One noticeable feature and part of the primary construction of the building was a recess 

measuring 3.2m in length and set back 300mm into the inner wall and at the northern end 

of the structure (Photo 14). Buttress [624] was situated opposite, abutting the outer wall and 

a proposed post pad (628) was adjacent to the feature.   

 

 

Photo 14 Detail of recess (Scales 1 x 1m, 1 x 500mm & 1 x 300mm) 

 

6.3.3. The Main Porch, Adjacent Pitched Stone Pavement and Culvert  

The main porch entrance was positioned centrally within the external wall [613], with an 

opening measuring 3.2m in width. The porch extended out 900mm from external wall [613], 

with four courses of lime mortared, roughly hewn Blue Lias limestone remaining.  The upper 

masonry was set onto wider limestone stepped footings (Photo 15). 
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Photo 15 NNE facing elevation of NNE porch (Scales 1 x 300mm & 1 x 500mm)  

 

The entrance to the main porch was reinforced with a pavement of neatly laid metalled 

pitched Blue Lias stone [632] & [633], truncated by a stone culvert [631] (same as [209] & 

[315]) orientated east - west (Photo 16). 

 



AARC99/14/EXCAVATION St Michaels Barns, 22 The Green, Stoke Gifford, South Gloucestershire 

  25 

 

 

Photo 16 North facing view of Porch with culvert [631] marked by location of 2m scale (Scales 1 x 2m, 1 x 1m, 1 x 
500mm & 1 x 300mm) 

 

Photo 17 Detail of [632] (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 500mm) 
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A semi- circular carboniferous limestone base pad [636] measuring 800mm x 760mm 

located opposite the northern porch wall would appear to be structural.  

 

6.3.4. The Buttress F624 and associated features 

Although most of the western facade of the barn had been razed, there was still evidence 

of the original layout of the building including the remains of one of the external buttresses. 

This was positioned approximately 9m to the NNE of the main porch. Remnants consisted 

of two large stone blocks of chamfered Blue Lias stone, measuring 900mm in length x 

630mm in width x 180mm in depth. These were positioned above two courses of rough-

hewn limestone footings. The buttress was positioned on the outer wall, adjacent to the 

internal recessed beam slot (Photo 18). In addition, two stone pads (628) were seen to be 

set into the natural on the inside of the structure, adjacent to the beam slot. The alignment 

of the three features, suggests that they are all part of an integral architectural design to 

strengthen the wall in this area.  

 

 

Photo 18 Recessed horizontal beam slot with buttress base against outer wall (Scale 1m x 500mm & 1 x 300mm) 
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7. FINDS 

Throughout the excavation the lack of finds was notable. The only significant artefact was 

a basal sherd of an open jar probably 13th /14th century in date and most likely a local form 

(David Dawson pers comm). The pottery sherd was found next to the main north terminal 

wall.  

 

In addition, a small collection of unstratified late 19th – early 20th century domestic pottery 

sherds were recorded in the imported make up layers. These fabrics were not retained. 

 

8. DISCUSSION 

The programme of investigation confirmed the preservation of two distinct phases of activity 

on the Project Site. Elements of the 19th century planned farm were evident in the form of a 

standing building around the northern and western site limits, prior to the recent 

redevelopment, and elements of subsidiary buildings were picked up during the 2012 

elevation, in the region of Trenches One and Two (shaded grey on the plan). These walls 

are interpreted as depicting structures belonging to the planned farm, along with a later 

extension to the northern sheds constructed within the following 20 years. Elements of 

Feature [625] appear to have remained in use until the latter half of the 20th century, when 

the site was occupied by an engineering works.  

 

The most significant phase of development is represented by the large stone structure 

spanning the eastern portion of the development area. This substantial stone building, seen 

to predate the 19th century use of the Project Site, is interpreted as a probable Medieval 

Tithe Barn, potentially dating to the late 14th or early 15th century AD. The length of the 

western façade, including the porch measured 36m, putting it at a mid-range size for that 

period of time. Tentative comparisons may include the Tithe barn at Great Coxwell 

(Griswold 1999, 2) in West Berkshire, measuring 48m in length and 14m in width. A 

comparison with a single porch and similar length, is the Pilton Grange barn near Shepton 

Mallet (Griswold 1999, 17) measuring 33m. And the Winterbourne Court Farm Tithe barn 

built in AD 1342 (accurately dated through dendrochronology) and approximately 1.4 miles 

to the north-east of the project site has dimensions slightly bigger than the Stoke Gifford 

barn, measuring in at 43.5m in length.  
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Unfortunately, the width of the structure could not be ascertained, as the eastern portion of 

the building extended beyond the boundary of the development area. The eastern range of 

historic barns were demolished between 2005/ 2006 to make way for the development of a 

care home on the adjacent site in 2009. It is considered that groundwork would have caused 

significant truncation of any related archaeology and the authors are not aware of any 

records being taken at the time of the development.  

 

With regards to the nature of the barn, very little remains to make any clear conclusions. An 

apparent source of good building stone gives weight to the theory that supporting walls and 

porch were wholly stone built, as with the examples given above, and therefore these cases 

may give some idea as to the nature of the timber roof structure. For example, Great 

Coxwell represents a Stone Aisled Barn with the main post raised to near the top of the wall 

(Photo 19). Whereas Pilton Grange and Winterbourne Barns are examples of raised cruck 

buildings, in which the cruck blades spring from padstones set high in the wall (Photo 20). 

It is noted that neither type of roof structure would leave a visible signature at the lower 

levels of the wall.  

 

 

Photo 19 Interior view of Great Coxwell barn showing main posts set on padstones high up the wall 
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Photo 20 Interior view of Pilton Grange showing raised cruck roof 
(http://www.greatbarns.org.uk/pilton_tithe_barn.html)  

 

This may be cause for further consideration, as the Stoke Gifford wall showed signs of 

structural elements at the lower levels. Firstly, the recess noted opposite buttress [624] and 

measuring 3.2m in length was noted to be adjacent to a padstone.  Although the apparent 

feature may be the result of damage during the removal of the upper masonry, the feature 

looked to have distinct form, and the location between two structural elements may suggest 

that the barn exhibited a different type of roof structure, perhaps that of a cruck frame with 

the recess representing the location of the cruck blade. In support of this, a similar padstone 

is noted adjacent to north porch wall [626], however no corresponding recess was recorded 

in this location.  

The tithe barn recorded on the Project Site may be that which is mentioned in the valuation 

of 1842 with reference to ‘an old farmhouse and other old buildings in need of repair’. And 

it may have been the dilapidated conditions of these structures that necessitated their 

redevelopment and hence, the creation of ‘Court Farm’ by the Beaufort Estate circa 1862. 

Furthermore, the ‘Chaff house’ mentioned in the 1842 evaluation is significant due to 

threshing usually taking place in large barns. 
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Although the Project Site is unlikely to be in the Medieval core of the parish of Stoke Gifford, 

it is possible that a Saxon manor and village existed in the area around the church.  Whilst 

there is little in the documentary evidence to pinpoint the presence of a settlement around 

the church (and therefore adjacent or even upon the Project Site), there was certainly a 

settlement called Stoche in existence prior to Domesday, as the estate transferred to Giffard 

after the conquest to become known as Stoke Giffard. As Domesday records the presence 

of a priest, it is likely that a church existed as well.  St Michael’s Church therefore may well 

have existed prior to the mainly 14th century.  The potential for a church to have existed in 

the area, prior to the 14th century and potentially as far back as the 1st millennium AD is 

given further support by recognising that in the Saxon period churches often formed part of 

estates of private owners, but were brought under ecclesiastical control from the 12th 

century onward (Aston 1985: 50).  Churches would then be selected as parish church for 

an area and as settlements expanded they may have been rebuilt on a larger scale to 

accommodate this growing population.  St Michael’s Church is conveniently situated 

between two Medieval hamlets – Stoke Gifford and Harry Stoke and it is plausible that it 

acted as a church for both communities (and probably Little Stoke) and may even have 

been rebuilt as both settlements grew.  This is given further support by historical accounts 

suggesting that the church of St Michael was appropriated by the Priory and Convent of 

Little Malvern in AD 294, in compensation for the sufferings they had received during the 

Baron’s Rebellion in AD 1263-4.  

 

  

9. CONCLUSION 

The staged programme of investigation was successful in tying historical data to the 

archaeological remains preserved on the Project Site. Evidence of the 19th century planned 

farm preserved above the truncated walls of the earlier tithe barn attest to the continuation 

of agricultural activity on the Project Site from at least the Medieval Period to the late 19th 

century. Furthermore, the location of the tithe barn is significant with regards to piecing 

together the history of Stoke Gifford. The building would have represented an integral part 

of life for the rural community, who retained a tenth of their produce, which was to form a 

payment in kind to the church. The discovery of the foundation of such an important building 

sealed beneath the foundations of a 20th century engineering works is not only significant 

for the village of Stoke Gifford, but for the continued investigation of brownfield sites which 

have the potential to preserve significant archaeological remains.   
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11. APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Context Descriptions  

Context 
Number 

Type Depth Width Length/ 
Diameter 

Colour 

(Munsell Ref) 

Recorded 
Date 

100 Concrete 70mm-
160mm 

Across 
Project 
Site 

Across 
Project 
Site 

- 09/07/2012 

101 Layer 200mm >2m >8m Dark Greyish 
Brown 

09/07/2012 

102 Fill of 20th 
century 
service 
trench-
Within Cut 
[103] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

103 Cut - - - - 09/07/2012 

104 Layer-Firm 
silty clay 
make up. 

250mm >2m >8m Mid Orange 
Brown 

09/07/2012 

105 Fill-Within 
Cut [141] 

500mm >2m >8m Light 
Yellowish 
Brown 

09/07/2012 

106 Layer-Soft 
silty clay 
make up 

40mm >5m >1.5m Mid Brownish 
Grey 

09/07/2012 

107 Layer-Soft 
silty clay 
make up 

   Dark Greyish 
brown 

09/07/2012 

108 Structure- 
N-S Wall 
WNW End  

Truncated 
270mm 

680mm >2m - 09/07/2012 

109 Cut- 
Unseen 
construction 
cut for [108]  

Truncated 
270mm 

- - - 09/07/2012 

110 Natural Clay - - - Mid Bluish 
Grey 

09/07/2012 

111 Cut-Event 
Truncation 
of historic 
land surface 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

112 19th century 
ceramic 
service 
pipe-within 
cut [141] 

- Diameter 
130mm 

>2.4m 
(Individual 
sections 
300mm-
320mm) 

Mid Brownish 
Red 

09/07/2012 

113 Structure- 
Wall NNE-
SSW 19th 
century. 
Same as 
[301].  

Truncated 
450mm 

620mm >3.15m - 09/07/2012 
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114 Deleted - - - - 09/07/2012 

115 Deleted     09/07/2012 

116 Structure- 
Masonry 
seen in 
SSW Facing 
Section. 19th 
century. 

230mm - 1.5m - 09/07/2012 

117 Cut-unseen 
construction 
cut wall 
[116] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

118 Structure-
Masonry 
seen in 
SSW Facing 
Section. 19th 
century. 

180mm - 1.32m - 09/07/2012 

119 Cut-unseen 
construction 
cut wall 
[118] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

120 Cut- 19th 
century 
drain 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

121 Fill-within 
cut [120] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

122 Cut-removal 
of drain cap  

- - - - 09/07/2012 

123 Structure- 
Wall in line 
with [118]. 
19th century 

330mm 600mm 2.7m - 09/07/2012 

124 Cut-unseen 
construction 
cut for [123] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

125 Surface-
Pitched 
Stone 

120mm >1.4m >2.4m - 09/07/2012 

126 Surface-
single flag 
stone 
sealing 
truncated 
wall [130] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

127 Surface-
Flagstone 
Floor 

- Fractured 
Stone 
Coverage 
>2m 

Fractured 
Stone 
Coverage 
>1.5m 

- 09/07/2012 

128 Structure-N-
S Wall. Pre 
19th century. 
Same as F 
[623] 

Truncated 
330mm 

870mm >2.6m - 09/07/2012 
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129 Cut-unseen 
construction 
cut for [128] 

Truncated 
330mm 

>870mm >2.6m - 09/07/2012 

130 Structure-N-
S Wall. Pre 
19th 
century? 

- 580mm >2m - 09/07/2012 

131 Cut-unseen 
construction 
cut for [130] 

- >580mm >2m - 09/07/2012 

132 Structure-
Return of 
[130] Single 
Stone 
Revealed 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

133 Cut-unseen 
construction 
cut for [132] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

134 Structure Truncated 
300mm 

- >800mm - 09/07/2012 

135 Cut- unseen 
construction 
cut for [134] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

136 Structure-
masonry 
seen in 
SSW facing 
section, 
sealed by 
[116]. 19th 
century 

200mm - 4.8m - 09/07/2012 

137 Cut- unseen 
construction 
cut for [136] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

138 Structure- 
20th century 
concrete 
Pillar 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

139 Cut-
Truncation 
of surface 
[125] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

140 Fill-within 
cut [135] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

141 Cut-Filled 
by (105) 

500mm >2m >8m - 09/07/2012 

142 Surface 
(possible) 
W. of [128] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

143 Layer/Fill-
disturbed 
ground W. 
of [130] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

144 Fill - - - - 09/07/2012 
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145 Layer-
sealing 
[136] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

146 Layer-make 
up beneath 
[113] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 
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Appendix 2 

Context 

Descriptions 

(300) – 

(324) 

Context 

Number 

Type Depth Width Length/ 
Diameter 

Colour Date Recorded 

300 Concrete 70mm-
160mm 

Across 
Project Site 

Across 
Project Site 

- 21/06/2012 

301 Structure-
NNE-SSW 
Wall. same 
as [113] 19th 
century.  

940mm 800mm - - 21/06/2012 

302 Cut-
Construction 
cut for wall 
[301] 

1.13m 800mm - - 21/06/2012 

303 Fill- Soft silty 
clay 
compacting 
wall [301], 
within cut 
[302] 

- - - Mid 

Greyish 

Brown 

21/06/2012 

304 Structure-
NNE-SSW 
wall. 19th 
century 

Truncated 
500mm 

640mm >4.3m - 21/06/2012 

305 Cut-
Construction 
cut for [304] 

Truncated 
500mm 

640mm >4.3m - 21/06/2012 

306 Layer-make 
up material 
adjacent to 
wall [304] 

- - - - 21/06/2012 

307 Layer     21/06/2012 

308 Natural Clay - - - Mid 

Bluish 

Grey 

21/06/2012 

309 Cut-
Truncation of 
historic land 
surface 

- - - - 21/06/2012 

310 Fill-Silty Clay 
Base of [302] 

100mm 800mm - Dark 

Greyish 

Brown 

21/06/2012 

311 Surface-
Pitched 
Stone 

- >1.25m >1.4m - 21/06/2012 
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312 Layer-
Crushed 
mortar layer 
adjacent to 
truncated 
floor [313] 

30mm - >1.4m Mid 

Brownish 

Grey 

21/06/2012 

313 Surface-
Flagstone 
floor adjacent 
to [313] 

60mm 650mm 900mm - 21/06/2012 

314 Layer-Make 
up layer for 
[313] 

100mm - - - 21/06/2012 

315 Structure E-
W Culvert 
same as 
[209] 

>250mm >640mm 640mm - 09/07/2012 

316 Cut-
Construction 
cut for [315]. 
Same as 
[210] 

>250mm >640mm >640mm - 09/07/2012 

317 Layer-Make 
up material. 
N End of 
[304] 

500mm - - - 09/07/2012 

318 Layer-Make 
up layer for 
concrete 
(300). S End 

500mm - - - 09/07/2012 

319 Layer-Make 
up/demolition 
material, 
crushed red 
roofing tile 
sealing [311] 

100mm - >3.5m Mid 

Brownish 

Red 

09/07/2012 

320 Structure-
Masonry 
visible in 
ESE facing 
section 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

321 Cut-Unseen 
construction 
cut for [320] 

- - - - 09/07/2012 

322 Fill-Within 
[323] 

- 200mm 200mm Mid 

Greyish 

Brown 

09/07/2012 

323 Cut-Potential 
post hole 

- 200mm 200mm - 09/07/2012 

324 Cut-
Truncation of 
[313] 

- - - - 21/06/2012 
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Context 

Number 

Type Depth Width Length/ 

Diameter 

Date Recorded 

600 Surface 

20th century Reinforced Concrete 

70mm >4m >36m 08/07/2013 

601 Surface 

Sandstone flags seen in ESE 

facing section – 20th century 

- - - 08/07/2013 

602 Structure  

20th century wall seen in WNW 

facing section 

- - - 08/07/2013 

603 Fill of construction cut [604] - - - 08/07/2013 

604  Cut- Construction cut for [602] - - - 08/07/2013 

605 Structure 

20th century wall / Same as [301] 

400mm 650mm 6.7m 08/07/2013 

606 Fill of construction cut [607] - >650mm >6.7m 08/07/2013 

607 Cut- Construction cut for [605] - >650mm >6.7m 08/07/2013 

608 Layer 

Bedding layer for surface [600] 

- - - 08/07/2013 

609 Deposit 

Demolition Material Sealing wall 

[613] 

150mm >4m >36m 08/07/2013 

610 Structure-  

East/West drain. Possibly 18th 

century 

- 500mm 700mm 08/07/2013 

611  Cut – Construction cut for [610] - >500mm >700mm 08/07/2013 

612 Fill – Silting of drain [610] - >300mm >700mm 08/07/2013 

613 Structure – Wall (Medieval?) 500mm 950mm 36m 08/07/2013 

614 Fill of construction cut [615] - >950mm >36m 08/07/2013 

615 Cut- Construction cut for wall [613] - >950mm >36m 08/07/2013 
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616 Structure – Wall (Medieval?). 

Return of [613] 

480mm 900mm 1.6m 08/07/2013 

617 Fill of construction cut [618] - >900mm >1.6m 08/07/2013 

618 Cut- Construction cut for wall [616] - >900mm >1.6m 08/07/2013 

619 Cut- 19th century truncation of 

[613] & [616]  

- - - 08/07/2013 

620  Surface – Flags to the west of 

[613] 

- - - 08/07/2013 

621 Cut- Truncation of 20th century 

wall [602] & [605]  

- - - 08/07/2013 

622 Natural Clay - - - 08/07/2013 

623 FEATURE NUMBER FOR MAIN 

WALLS [613] [616], [624], [626], 

[627] [628] Same as [128] 

500mm 2.8m 36m 08/07/2013 

624 Structure – Buttress adjacent to 

[613] 

500mm 700mm 940mm 08/07/2013 

625 FEATURE NUMBER FOR [602], 

[605], [113] & [116] 

400mm 6m 13.4m 08/07/2013 

626 Structure – North porch wall  300mm 700mm 900mm 08/07/2013 

627 Structure – South porch wall  300mm 730mm 1m 08/07/2013 

628 Structure- Stone pad east of 

buttress [624] 

- 600mm 1.3m 08/07/2013 

629 Surface – Stone hardstanding 

south of site 

- - - 08/07/2013 

630 Structural – Stone pad SW corner 

of trench 

- 750mm 1.2m 08/07/2013 

631 Structure- Stone Culvert Same as 

[209] & [315] 

- 680mm 1.3m 08/07/2013 

632 Surface – Cobbled surface south 

of culvert [631] 

150mm 1.3m 2m 08/07/2013 

633 Surface – Cobbled surface north 

of culvert [631] 

150mm 1m 1.6m 08/07/2013 

634 Surface – Cobbled surface west of 

[613]  

 

150mm 1.3m 1.5m 08/07/2013 
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635 Cut for culvert [631] - >680mm >1.3m 08/07/2013 

636 Structural- Stone pad adjacent to 

north porch wall  

- 760mm 800mm 08/07/2013 

637 Structural – Truncated structural 

element abutting [626] 

- - - 08/07/2013 

638 Cut- Truncation of [637] - - - 08/07/2013 

639 Service - Ceramic drain south of 

trench – 19th century 

200mm 500mm 700mm 08/07/2013 

640 Structure – Stone culvert for [639] - >500mm >700mm 08/07/2013 

641 Cut for [640] 

 

- (500mm) >700mm 08/07/2013 

642 Structure – Southern return wall of 

[613] 

400mm 1.9m 660mm 08/07/2013 
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Appendix 3 Trench Plan with 2012 Evaluation Trench Locations 

 




